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MISSION  
STATEMENT

“To increase 
opportunities for 
businesses and 

advocate for our 
membership in matters 

related to business, 
government, and 

community relations.”

VISION  
STATEMENT

“The National City Chamber 
of Commerce is recognized as 
the premier local Chamber of 
Commerce in the San Diego 
Region, is highly respected by the 
community as the unified voice 
of business, and participates as 
a major partner in planning the 
future of our community, insuring 
a healthy balance between eco-
nomic prosperity and quality of 
life. The Chamber is an advocate 
for business friendly legislation at 
all levels of government, and is an 
organization with a strong, active 
membership.”

CHAMBER 
PRIORITIES

Advocate for members. 

Provide information 
on current issues.

Promote business growth.

Member Restaurants Reach Hundreds 
at the 18th Annual Taste of National City 

T he Taste of National City is back, marking it's 18th year in National City. 
The Annual Taste of National City will be held on May 7th, 2009 from          
5pm- 8pm at Heritage Square (“A” Ave and 9th Street) in National City.  

This is a perfect follow-up to National City’s first Farmer’s Market, which kicks 
off on May 6th from 2pm-6pm.  

We are still seeking participation from member res-
taurants.  This is a great way to market your res-
taurant to prospective customers! Download a par-
ticipation form online at www.nationalcitychamber.
org. Please join us to make this the most successful 
Taste of National City in history. Sponsorship op-
portunities are also available. 

At the “Taste,” local restaurants offer an array of multicultural food set to the 
tune of a live Latin jazz band and Sweetwater High School Mariachi at historic 

Brick Row.  The event will include 
a karaoke competition sponsored 
by the Karaoke Specialist, a stun-
ning performance by the Pasakat 
dance troupe, raffle prizes, and of 
course, the delicious taste of vary-
ing foods from member restau-
rants.  You can expect to delight 

in authentic tastes from Mexico, the Philippines, American cuisine, Café style, 
barbeque, local bakeries, and more.  The program will begin with a formal address 
by the honorable Assemblymember Mary Salas. 

You don’t want to miss out on family fun and this unique cultural experience set 
in the heart of National City's historic district.  Open houses will be held at Brick 
Row and the Kimball House Museum.   This year, the Chamber is offering a dis-
counted rate to senior citizens and children under 12 years old for $10 admission, 
regular price presale (before May 6, 2009) is $15, and $25 at the door on the day 
of. 

Come prepared to meet with business leaders, City officials, National City neigh-
bors, regional visitors, and explore National City’s fine dining. Tickets are on sale 
now at the Chamber Office! For more information, call (619) 477-9339 or visit 
the Chamber website and click on the Taste of National City link.  

!
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2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers
Chairman

John Pasha

Pasha Automotive Services

Vice Chairman

Ryan Perry

Westfield Plaza Bonita

Treasurer

Patti Finnegan

Niederfrank’s Ice Cream

Immediate Past Chair

Ditas Yamane

The Phone Shop

Ex-Officio Member

Weldon Donaldson

Mile of Cars Association

Directors
Melyn Acasio

Pacific Western Bank

Brian Campbell

Wal-Mart

America "Mary" Donatto

Social Security Administration

Nancy Estolano

San Diego Leather Inc.

John Freeman 

Knight and Carver Yacht Center

William “Bill” Kinney

Southwestern College

Dixon LeGros

Westflex Industrial Inc. 

Claire Newlon

Paradise Village

Ed Plant

San Diego Cold Storage

John Hoegmeier

San Diego Freight Rail Consulting

Pat Santos

El Juan Café

John Snyder

EDCO Disposal Corp.

Robert “Dukie” Valderrama

San Diego Unified Port District

  Staff

Jacqueline L. Reynoso

President/ CEO

Syncletica “Kika” Muniz

Office Manager

Irma Islas

Membership Coordinator

Position Open

Administrative Assistant

Joy Hochstein

Bookkeeper

     LOCAL

T
he National City Chamber of 

Commerce issued a letter to 

Assemblyman Marty Block’s 

Office supporting AB 24. 

Assembly Bill 24 will require the Trustees 

of the California State University (CSU), 

by January 1, 2011, to conduct a fea-

sibility study for a San Diego State 

University satellite program, and ulti-

mately an indepen-

dent CSU campus 

in the City of Chula 

Vista (CV.)  

Problem: In No-

vember 2008, the 

CSU Chancellor 

received approval 

to designate the 

entire university system as impacted, 

which is expected to result in fewer stu-

dents admitted for next fall.    The CSU 

is already serving 10,000 students for 

whom the state provides no funding.  

This is the first time that the nation’s 

largest four-year university system has 

officially endorsed a state-wide concept 

of limiting admission to eligible stu-

dents, ending a 48-year track record.  

At a time when California needs to 

expand its workforce, train for new 

technologies, and give all of the rising 

college students opportunities to suc-

ceed, this impaction policy will compro-

mise the quality of education and deny 

access to higher education.

Solution: AB 24 would be the first step 

in developing a San Diego State Univer-

sity satellite program and ultimately the 

24th campus of the CSU system. Chula 

Vista has identified 

an area of land 

in their General 

Plan for use as a 

future educational 

complex. 

This location is 

one of the few 

developable vacant 

large areas of land 

left in the highly populated region.  A 

future campus sited at this location 

would significantly alleviate the over-

crowding, high traffic congestion, and 

pollution at other regional campuses. It 

will create construction jobs and small 

business opportunities and allow more 

people access to higher education.   

For more information, contact 

Martha Rañón, (619) 462-7878, 

Martha.ranon@asm.ca.gov 

     PUBLIC

National City Chamber Supports Job Creation 
and Workforce Development

Policy
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The National City Chamber of Commerce voted to support the City of National City’s grant application to SANDAG for 
National City’s 8th Street Corridor Smart Growth Revitalization Project.  The Chamber of Commerce works hard to promote 
local business and projects that stimulate economic growth, sustainable communities, and efficient commerce.  We believe 
that this project is an important element in revitalizing Downtown National City. 

We applaud The City of Na-
tional City for taking a pro-
active and leading role to 
creating a regionally central, 
vibrant, and urban neighbor-
hood center.  With this grant, 
National City will be able to 
more efficiently connect re-
gional visitors to our commer-
cial corridors along National 
City Blvd. and 8th Street, and 
welcome them to the award 
winning Southwestern Col-
lege Education Village, and 3 
new mixed-use multi-family 
housing projects. 

The National City Chamber of Commerce can help the City of National City realize a successful project by participating in 
the project review process and utilizing our member network of local businesses and community members to advertise and 
promote this undertaking. 

We believe in the City of National City’s prosperity and want to continue to see this City grow to be a leader of smart and 
sustainable development.  SANDAG’s grant will allow National City to take that next step forward. 

     PUBLIC Policy
8th Street Smart Growth Corridor

!
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     PUBLIC Policy
     REGIONAL

SCEDC update on CEDS
During these challenging economic 
times the need for collaboration and 
planning is great.  Through a collabor-
ative effort between South County Eco-
nomic Development Council (SCEDC), 
Imperial Valley Economic Development 
Council (IVEDC), East County Eco-
nomic Development Council (ECEDC) 
and the counties of Imperial and San 
Diego, SCEDC will create a Compre-
hensive Economic Development Strate-
gy (CEDS) designed to create a path to 
prosperity. This effort is underwritten 
by the Economic Development Admin-
istration through the Federal Depart-
ment of Commerce.   The creation of 
a CEDS will seek economic opportu-
nities and address economic challeng-
es in Imperial County and along the 
southern portion of San Diego County.  
Using what these areas have in com-
mon, including but not limited to the 
international border, Highway 8, joint 
housing/workforce and shared water 
supply, this document will be used as a 
guide toward ongoing efforts to moni-
tor and implement action items that will be outlined in the future CEDS.

A task force has been charged with overseeing the creation of the CEDS.  The expertise needed to accom-
plish this is equally as great. The next meeting will be in Imperial County on April 2.  Visit the SCEDC 
website at www.SanDiegoSouth.com to find agendas, meeting announcements and more.  This effort 
will ensure we have reportable actionable items and assist with the creation of a quality document de-
signed to stimulate this bi-county effort.  The completion of this effort is expected in October. 

Chamber Strengthens Business Leadership in Governmental Affairs 
The National City Chamber of Commerce has organized a Governmental Affairs Committee that meets on the Second 
Thursday of the month at 9:15am at the Chamber Conference Room.  The Governmental Affairs Committee of the 
National City Chamber of Commerce is the legislative and regulatory advocate for businesses at the local, state, and 
federal levels. The Governmental Affairs Committee reviews legislation, supports pro-business legislation and actively 
represents Chamber members.  Please call the Chamber with your policy and governmental concerns. We are here 
to represent your business interest! Members of the Governmental Affairs Committee include William "Bill" Kin-
ney, Chair of the Committee, Mayor Ron Morrison, Vice-Mayor Alejandra Sotelo-Solis, Port Commissioner Robert 
"Dukie" Valderrama, and representatives from the offices of Senator Denise Moreno-Ducheny, Assemblywoman 
Mary Salas, San Diego County Supervisor Greg Cox, and Congressman Bob Filner. 

We are honored  
   to have been selected 2008 
 Chamber Business  
        of the Year…

…Many thanks!

www.mynnb.com | 619.789.4400

Serving our customers.  Caring for our community.

MEMBER
FDIC

MEMBER
FDIC
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     PROGRAMS AND BUSINESS Resources
SDSU Technical Assistance

The National City Chamber of Commerce (NCCC) and SDSU’s College of Business Administration have teamed up to 

offer a mutually beneficial service to small businesses located within the redevelopment areas of  National City.  Working 

with the NCCC, SDSU offers free consulting services provided by senior level and graduate business students.  Consulting 

teams (typically three to four students) work with small businesses to make recommendations to improve business per-

formance.  The consulting process is generally three months.  National City Chamber staff and two business professors 

from SDSU oversee the whole process.  Participating businesses are eligible for a forgivable loan of up to $15,000 from 

the City of National City to implement the recommended business improvements.  

Some of the Services Provided: 
•	 Market research
•	 Identifying potential new business opportunities
•	 Conducting customer satisfaction studies
•	 Developing advertising and promotion plans
•	 Analyzing cash flow
•	 Revising accounting systems
•	 Developing financial plans
•	 Developing business and marketing plans
•	 Analyzing inventory control systems

Past beneficiaries of the SDSU Technical Assistance program include:
•	 Valmar Printing
•	 Rodeo's Market
•	 Stardust Inn
•	 CPP Printing and Direct Mail
•	 Marketing
•	 Westflex Industraial
•	 Isle Surfboards
•	 My Body Works

For more information call Angelica Bouras, Program Coordinator, SDSU College of Business Administration at (619) 594-

3900 or the National City Chamber of Commerce at (619) 477-9339 or www.nationalcitychamber.org

Economic Development Loan Program 

The Economic Development Loan (EDL) Program is designed to assist local businesses with financing for projects that 

help to improve business activity and stimulate the overall economic vitality of the City.  The EDL program will provide 

a forgivable loan to qualified business of up to $15,000 with available terms of up to 5 years.  The loans are forgivable 

if the business owner continues to maintain the business and/or property pursuant to 

the loan documents and the business is not sold within the terms of the note. 

The intent of the Economic Development Loan program is to provide financial incen-

tives to enhance the economic viability of businesses, promote commercial business 

opportunities, encourage reinvestments by property owners and commercial tenants, 

and grow the business’s taxable sales.

The National City Chamber of Commerce administers the EDL Program, in partner-

ship with the City of National City, including evaluating loan requests and processing 

all applications. The EDL Program is funded using Tax Increment funds from the City 

•	 Niederfrank's Ice Cream
•	 Creative Images Photography Studio
•	 El Juan's Cafe
•	 Martin's Vouge of Flowers
•	 Café la Maze
•	 El Dorado Cleaners
•	 Los Girasoles Restaurant
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of National City.  Funding is approved each fiscal year dur-

ing the City’s budget process. All projects and loan requests 

must be formally reviewed by the EDL Program Loan 

Committee, and approved by the City of National City. 

Past loan recipients include Niedefrank’s Ice Cream, 

Westflex Industrial Inc., CPP Printing and Direct Mail 

Marketing, Emerson’s School of Martial Arts, Creative 

Images Photography, and El Juan Café. 

In 2009,  Sizzler, Howard Johnson Express, The Karaoke 

Specialist, Dante’s Modular Performance, and San Diego 

Pretzel Company were approved for a forgivable loan.   

For more information, call the National City Chamber of 

Commerce at (619) 477-9339 or visit our website at 
www.nationalcitychamber.org.

The Chamber Helps Small Businesses 
with ADA Lawsuit Protection

The National City 

Chamber of Commerce will 

organize its second ADA 

workshop to help small 

businesses prepare for ADA 

compliance. The workshop 

will be held on May 21st at 

7:30am at Café Terrace inside Westfield Plaza Bonita. 

The National City Chamber is working to assist businesses 

protect themselves against a destructive, atypical group 

of plaintiffs and lawyers using the disability laws and 

court system to seek monetary profits rather than access. 

Businesses have both a vested interest and responsibility to 

comply with disability access laws. 

The ADA workshop will provide an overview of some dis-

abled access improvements many judges consider to be easy 

and inexpensive for most small businesses to make.  Your 

commercial property may have access conditions, or lack 

thereof, which are specific to your property or business, all 

of which must eventually be addressed. You may download 

the top 10 ADA Red Flags on the Chamber’s website at 

www.nationalcitychamber.org under the Business Resources 

link. The items on this list are seen at nearly every busi-

ness and institution.  These consist of the most common 

“red flags” in the multitude of ADA/access lawsuits filed in 

California. 

Banking With

Vibra Bank was conceived as San Diego South Bay’s only 

locally owned community bank to focus on the Hispanic 

market, which is the fastest growing population within 

the county.  Our founders, comprised primarily of local 

Hispanic business people, saw the need for a bicultural 

community bank providing San Diego South Bay’s busi-

nesses, business owners and 

professionals with a person-

alized banking experience 

and a day-to-day commit-

ment to great execution.

Free Business Expo at Union Bank, 
National City

The National City Branch of Union 

Bank and the National City 

Chamber of Commerce co-hosted 

a FREE Business Expo on Friday, 

February 20, 2009 from 3:30 p.m. 

– 5:30 p.m. The event was spon-

sored by Cal Tax Group, boutique 

style enterprise zone consultants.  

Acción San Diego, Elevon Merchant 

Merchant Services, ADP Payroll Services, National City 

Chamber of Commerce, and Cal Tax Group hosted infor-

mational booths.  

Attending businesses took advantage of free information 

on UnionBanc investment services, commercial services, 

small business services, merchant credit card services, pay-

roll services, business diversity programs, and much more! 

!

!

Carol Wiley and Marketing Intern from the Small Business Development 
and International Trade Center (SBDITC) at the Business Expo.

     PROGRAMS AND BUSINESS Resources
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Memory Training Workshop, Powerful and Effective

Your profession demands that you remember a wealth of 
knowledge. A simple slip of the mind can result in thou-
sands of dollars in lost sales or credibility.  Jeffrey Czajka 
(pronounced Chi-ka) is a Trainer with Freedom Personal 
Development.
He has helped train thousands of business professionals, 
from all walks of life, develop an instant recall memory 

for names, presentations, and infor-
mation.
Corporations such as Harley-Da-
vidson, State Farm Insurance, Wells 
Fargo, and The National Association 
of REALTORS® have all given rave 
reviews for the life-changing skills 
Jeffrey shared with our members on 
February 19, 2009 at the Chamber 
Breakfast Meeting. 
The Program, titled “Discovering 
Your Memory Power,” showed how 
having a trained memory can make 
you more money, reduce stress, and 
save you time. Jeffrey gave an intro-
ductory program of approximately 
45 minutes to share the benefits of a 
more powerful memory, which in-
clude: less stress, higher sales, a boost 
in confidence, better time manage-
ment, increased referrals and repeat 
business.  
“Regarding the complimentary intro-
ductory program, Discovering Your 
Memory Power, the Brokers in my 
office felt it was valuable. The intro-
ductory program was well done, the 
speaker was excellent, and the Brokers 
all took away something of value.” 
- Jeffrey D Wiren
Branch Manager, RE/MAX 

!
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SCORE  
(Service Corps Of Retired Executives)

The National City Chamber of Commerce and 
SCORE have partnered to offer small businesses ac-
cess to experienced and qualified consultants…FOR 
FREE! 

SCORE "Counselors to America's Small Business" is a nonprofit association dedicated to educating 
entrepreneurs and the formation, growth and success of small business nationwide. SCORE is a re-
source partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) .

SCORE is headquartered in Herndon, VA and Washington, DC and has 389 chapters throughout the 
United States and its territories, with 10,500 volunteers nationwide. Both working and retired execu-
tives and business owners donate time and expertise as business counselors. SCORE was founded in 
1964.

The National City Chamber of Commerce houses SCORE counselors every Wednesday from                  
9am-1pm at the Chamber Office Building located at 901 National City Blvd., National City, CA 
91950. 

Take advantage of this FREE resource and call a SCORE scheduler today at (760) 945-6756.

Pasha Is Proud To Support Our Local Chamber Of Commerce

Offering the best in quality, full-service 
vehicle processing since 1990. 

Pasha’s cutting-edge technology and broad company 
network offer total logistics management from origin 
to destination.  
 
Our National City automotive terminal operation 
handles large volumes of vehicle imports and exports, 
serving both domestic and international markets even 
with the toughest of delivery requirements. 

Our name stands behind every move.TM

Pasha Automotive Services 
1309 Bay Marina Drive 
National City, CA 91950
(619) 419.1200 

     PROGRAMS AND BUSINESS Resources
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Mission:
First Christian Church is committed to transforming lives by
the work of the Holy Spirit through caring for one another,
reaching others for Christ, offering ourselves, studying the
Scriptures, and serving together as a family to be Christlike
in authentic relationship with God and one another.

Ministers:

Phone: (619) 474-2254
Fax: (619) 474-2252

Website: http://www.firstchristianchurchnationalcity.org
Email: info@firstchristianchurchnationalcity.org

Sunday
9:30 am - Bible School

10:30 am - Worship Service
English Adult - Spanish Adult

5:00 pm - Tagalog Worship
6:00 pm - Spanish Class

Wednesday 6:30 pm

Friday 1st, 3rd, 5th - 6:30 pm

Saturday 1st & 3rd - 5:00 pm

Steve Thomason
Hans Labor (Youth)
Alejandro Gonzalez (Spanish)
Rollie Pel (Tagalog)

Elsa Gonzales - Women’s Ministry Chairman
Gloria Nolasco & Liberty Amon - Pianist
Agnes Dayrit - Mission (women’s ministry)
Vicky Magyawi - church secretary

Message:
You are all cordially invited to our spiritual emphasis events including Easter Sunrise Services, Creation Museum
tours, concerts and other special programs. Please consider joining us for our regular worship, prayer and Bible
study opportunities. Just call or email Vicky at the church office.

(Domingo)

English: Adult, New Converts Class,
Nursery - 6th grade, Teens

Spanish: Adult, 1st – 6th Grade,
Spanish Nursery

Tagalog: Adult

Nursery, Junior Church (thru 6th grade)

(Miercoles)
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
Teens/Youth Meeting
Spanish Adult Bible Study

(Viernes)
Women’s Ministry & Bible Study

(Sabado)
Men’s Ministry & Bible Study

Featherstone Christian Camp, CA
Casa Hogar - Tecate, Mexico
Casa Hogar—Tijuana, Mexico

Christian Mission Press, Spanish Countries
San Narciso, Quezon, Philippines

The Biblical Church of Christ, Bethany,
Tagaytay City, Philippines

Church of Christ, Tondo, Manila, Philippines

First Christian Church is a non denominational church con-
sisting of 3 congregations meeting on the same campus:
English Language, Spanish Language and Tagalog Lan-
guage, each with their own pastor and leadership. Our disci-
pleship and outreach ministries focus on men, women, chil-
dren, teens, young families and college single students.

Our campus is the location for the community Head Start Pro-
gram and we are a
member of the Na-
tional City Chamber of
Commerce.

Please join us in wor-
ship, Bible study, out-
reach and encourage-
ment as we build up
each other as the
Body of Christ in love!

1800 East 17th Street

National City, California

91950

Our neighbors in National City
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National City Chamber Launches Restaurant Promotion Program

!
  The National City Chamber of Commerce has launched a new Restaurant 

Promotion Program to market its member restaurants throughout the San 
Diego Region. 

The Program is three pronged and includes a bi-monthly Meet and Greet 
with local restaurants, the development of a Restaurant Guide for distribu-
tion region wide, and a Member to Member Discount Program of at least 

10% offered by participating restaurants. 

Effective February 6, 2009, the Chamber began organizing “Meet and 
Greet” visits to local restaurants on the first and last Friday of the month.  
Everyone is encouraged to attend!  While enjoying the diverse flavors of Na-
tional City, we are helping to support our local economy and generating new 
foot traffic in local dining establishments.  

The program is gaining traction and has been very successful.  All restau-
rants in National City should take advantage of this great marketing tool to 

help keep your business thriving.  Word of mouth travels fast! Let the 
Chamber share your unique taste with the entire region. Download the 
participation form online at www.nationalcitychamber.org.

The Barbeque Pit, Bamboo Rotisserie, El Torito, and Ethnic Deli are the 
first to fully participate in the Restaurant Promotion Program. 

Also don’t miss out on the 18th Annual Taste of National City.  It is fast 
approaching on May 7, 2009. Get your free booth and promote your 
great taste to residents and regional visitors alike. Download an appli-
cation on line at www.nationalcitychamber.org. 

The Barbecue Pit
920 E Plaza Blvd
National City, CA 91950
Contact: Sue and Gary Browning
Phone: (619) 477-2244
www.thebarbecuepitrestaurant.com
Member Discount: 10% 

     PROGRAMS AND BUSINESS Resources

!

!

Ethnic Deli
404 Mile of Cars Wy, Ste F
National City, CA 91950
Contact: Fadi Bouarbid and 
Tony Kabbany
Phone: (619)474-9150
www.ethnicdeliandcafe.com
Member Discount: 10%

El Torito
3030 Plaza Bonita Rd
National City, CA 91950
Contact: Sandy Riehman
Phone: (619)470-3072
www.eltorito.com
Member Discount: 10%

Bamboo Rotisserie
2220 E Plaza Blvd
National City , CA  91950
Contact: Josielyn Oyson 
Phone: (619) 472-2449
Email: info@bamboorotisserie.com
Member Discount: 10%

!

Melyn Acasio and 
Debra Manley at Bam-

boo Rotiserrie Meet 
and Greet
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     CITY News

A longtime dream of the City’s will become reality this summer when the 173-room 
Marina Gateway hotel opens in July on Bay Marina Drive at Interstate 5.  The 15-year 
project is the result of extraordinary efforts by a wide team of participants including 
the National City Community Development Commission (“CDC”), California Inte-
grated Waste Management Board, Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Port of San Diego and developer MRW Group.

The 6.5-acre site previously housed a 
slaughter house, auto wrecking yard and 
unregulated landfill that resulted in soil and 
groundwater contamination by hazard-
ous materials. After acquiring the site in 
the 1990’s, the CDC was able to secure a 
grant from the California Integrated Waste 
Management Board to conduct an environ-
mental remediation project which included 
restoration of a portion of Paradise Marsh 

federal wildlife preserve and an embankment between the hotel site and the marsh.  
The state constructed public walking paths and a scenic overlook from the site into 
the marsh and Sycuan reimbursed the state for those costs.  The County of San Diego 
Department of Environmental Health deemed the remediation project complete in 
August, 2007, following which development plans could be finalized and construction 
commence.

“We are really excited to see this example of redevelopment reaching fruition,” said 
Mayor Ron Morrison.  “It has taken a good deal of diligence, patience and determina-
tion on the part of many.  Now the community will see the pay-off.”

The project will 
include the full service 
hotel and Buster’s Res-
taurant (well-known 
from its Seaport 
Village location) in 
addition to a 16,000 
square foot retail 
center.  Seventy-five to 
100 jobs will be cre-
ated as well as significant sales tax dollars.  A Bay Marina Drive improvement adjacent 
to the project will be constructed in the coming months and promises an enhanced 
look and travel experience at the gateway to the new National City Pier 32 Marina.  
Additional revitalization efforts in the immediate vicinity are currently being planned.

Marina Gateway Project in Progress

Before Marina Gateway Project

RISEN FROM THE ASHES                         
MARINA GATEWAY HOTEL COMPLEX
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National City, CA (February 10,  2009)– The National City 
Chamber of Commerce visited with Property Owners and 
Tenant Businesses located on Plaza Blvd. on Friday, Febru-
ary 6, 2009 to engage them in the planning process for the 
proposed Plaza Blvd. Street Widening Project. 

The City of National City is applying for a Federal Grant 
to widen Plaza Blvd. from Highland Ave. to Euclid Ave.  
The project will include commercial corridor beautification 
with enhanced landscaping and increased traffic safety.

The project cost approximately $20 million and the City 
has placed it on top of the project priority list in anticipa-
tion of receiving the Federal infrastructure stimulus pack-
age.

The Federal stimulus package is targeted towards projects 
that are “ready to go.”  With the completion of project 
plans and environmental document for Plaza Blvd., the 
City is in a great position to receive a very big sum of funds 
and make this project a reality after so many years.  

The Chamber encourages businesses to get involved.  With 
the support and cooperation of business owners, this proj-
ect can materialize successfully.

“The project will offer drivers a safer route to easily access 
their destination point and enhance one of the City’s busiest 
commercial corridors. This translates into greater commer-
cial opportunities for the businesses located alongt Plaza 
Blvd.” – Jacqueline Reynoso, CEO. 

The National City Chamber is a strong advocate for busi-
nesses. To this end, the Chamber organized a project meet-
ing for property owners and tenant businesses on Thursday, 
February 12, 2009 (4pm-5pm) at the National 

City Chamber Conference Room.  The meeting was attended 
by Mayor Ron Morrison and City Engineer Maryam Babaki, 
whom addressed all business questions and concerns. 

Plaza Boulevard Widening Project

     CITY News
  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6TH 
& EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTER 

2:00pm to 6:00pm 

9th STREET BETWEEN A & B AVENUE 
RAIN OR SHINE 

  

Calling all local venders and community  

organizations to participate in... 

If you have any questions, please contact Casey Anderson 

at (760) 745-3023 or email at casey@sdfarmbureau.org 
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PARADISE VILLAGE HOUSING           
DEVELOPMENT
The first phase of the largest residential project in 
National City’s history is approaching completion.  
Paradise Village, 498 unit Senior’s complex is being 
constructed on 12 acres of property near Paradise 
Valley Hospital.  The development     will entail 406 
senior apartments and 92 assisted living units.   A 
Village Square is proposed to serve the development 
and will include a theater, coffee shop, beauty salon, 
health club, credit union, medical clinic, chapel and 
conference room.  The Village Square, along with 375 
apartment units constitute the first phase of the project, 
which is forecast to be completed by late August, with 
a Grand Opening in September or October.  Paradise 
Village is a $130 million project that involves ap-
proximately 100 temporary construction jobs and 120 
permanent jobs! 

National City Goes Green
Taxpayer Dollars Spent Wisely
In less than three years, National City has aggressively 
pursued a green and fiscally responsible street main-
tenance strategy, utilizing Asphalt Rubber Aggregate 
Membrane (ARAM) applications. In 2006, the city ap-
plied almost 200,000 square yards of ARAM on both 
residential and arterial streets. That project alone re-
cycled approximately 14,000 scrap tires. If stacked like 
Lifesavers, that many tires would equal the height of 
seven Empire State Buildings, end-to-end. The city has 
since applied over 42,000 square yards in 2007 and over 
356,000 square yards in 2008, recycling an additional 

28,000 scrap tires. ARAM designed streets have a history in 
San Diego County of being durable and pothole free for 20+ 
years.

ARAM is already one of the greenest and most cost effective 
long-term maintenance strategies available for residential 
and arterial streets, but also qualifies for the California In-
tegrated Waste Management Board’s (CIWMB) Rubberized 
Asphalt Concrete (RAC) Chip Seal grant program. The state 
agency currently provides cities and counties $1.00 per square 
yard reimbursements for ARAM projects (up to $150,000 
per project), rewarding them for recycling. National City has 
already received well over $100,000 in CIWMB grant funds 
for ARAM, significantly reducing the burden on taxpayers. 
In a time of increasing environmental awareness and severe 
economic challenges, National City has emerged as a leader 
in green public works projects and fiscal responsibility, prov-
ing that the City Council and Public Works Department are 
committed to their taxpayers. 

Business incentives make doing 
business in National City attractive 
and affordable.

Contact Jacqueline Reynoso, President/ CEO, at the National City 
Chamber of Commerce for more information: (619) 477-9339.

Recycling Marketing Development Zone offers:
Allows manufacturers of recycled products and other recycling companies to take advantage of permit and financial 
incentives, low interest loans, and site and feedstock identification, among other benefits.

Foreign Trade Zone offers:
• Duty free warehousing and distribution 

services for importers, exporters and 
manufacturers.

• Potential elimination of many U.S. custom 
duties for companies that manufacture, 
assemble, package, test or re-export 
merchandise with imported materials.

New San Diego Regional 
Enterprise Zone offers:
• 15-year tax credit program
• Free job referral services
• Development permit expediting and assistance
• Tax savings on loans
• Tax savings for Enterprise Zone employees
• Access to specialized technical and financial assistance programs

National City Mayor Ron Morrison leans on his city’s on-site 
CIWMB ARAM grant award sign.
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2009 SPECIAL EVENT DATES

     NATIONAL CITY CHAMBER Calendar
March 25, 2009 

International Mixer
(5:30 pm-8:00 pm)
Se San Diego Hotel

1047 5th Ave., San Diego, 92101

April 2, 2009 
Small Business Workshop

"Weathering the Economic Downturn"
(4:00-5:30pm)

Chamber Conference Room

April 30, 2009 
Workman's Compensation & Employer/Employee 

Fraud by District Attorney's Office
(4:00-5:30pm)

Chamber Conference Room

May 7th
18th Annual Taste of National City 

(5:00pm- 8:00pm)
Local restaurants offer an array of multicultural food set to 

the tune of a live band at historic Heritage Row.
Heritage Square at Brick Row

9th Street and “A” Ave. 

May 12th
Free Working Waterfront Tour 

(9:30-11:30am)
RSVP (619) 477-9339

June 14th 
“National City Day” at San Diego County Fair 

(10:00am-5:00pm)
Local exhibits showcasing the best of National City includ-
ing booths from local businesses, National City Chamber 

of Commerce, City Government, Musicians, Police Depart-
ment, Fire Department, and more. 

San Diego Pavilion
Infield Del Mar Fair Grounds Track

July 9th 
Bayfront Business Expo and Job Fair 

(10:00am-2:00pm)
Pier 32 Marina 

3201 Marina Way
National City, CA 91950

August 2nd
18th Annual Automobile Heritage Day 

(10:00am-4:00pm)
Parade of antique classic cars winds through National City 

to an exhibition and car show competition 
Kimball Park, National City

August 31st 
“August Adventure”- 1st Annual Golf 

Tournament 
(1:00pm)

1st Annual Golf Tournament dedicated to retiring the 
Chamber’s Building Debt. Held at the beautiful Sycuan 

Golf Course offering a spectacular 18-hole championship 
course. All donations and sponsorships are tax deductible. 

Singing Hills Golf Course
3007 Dehesa Road

El Cajon, CA 92019

October 7th 
53rd Annual Salute to Navy Luncheon 

(11:30am-1:00pm)
Dedicated program honoring the United States military 
and their families, and Sailor of the Year.  National City 

began this October tradition in 1957, making this the old-
est tribute to the military in the nation.  

Martin Luther King Community Center, 
National City, CA

October 22nd 
244th Navy Birthday Shipboard Reception

(5:30pm-8:00pm)
United States Navy Base (Location TBD)

January 30, 2010 
100th Annual Installation Dinner 

(5:30pm-9:00pm)

!
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2009 Annual Installation Dinner
The National City Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated its 99th Annual Installation 
Dinner on January 17, 2009 at the An-
chors and Spurs Banquet Hall in National 
City.  The event was attended by over 
300 guests including City, County, State 
and Federal Officials, business friends, 
and Chamber members. Guests were en-
tertained by live music performed by the 

Irving Flores Jazz Quartet and our honorary Guest Speaker, Gary Gallegos, Ex-
ecutive Director of SANDAG. 

The 2009 Annual Dinner 
was a great success thanks 
to our proud sponsors in-
cluding EDCO, San Diego 
Unified Port District, Nie-
derfrank’s Ice Cream, Pa-
sha Automotive Services, 
South County Economic 
Development Council, 
MAAC Project, Sycuan 
Resort and Casino, Wal-
Mart, Neighborhood Na-
tional Bank, Paradise Val-
ley Hospital, USA Federal Credit Union, Wells Fargo, Westfield Plaza Bonita, 
San Diego Airport Authority, Southwestern College, Motivational Systems, Inc., 
Vancon Corp, ABB Management, Sweetwater Union High School District, SDG 
& E, and McCune Chrysler Jeep.

Special honors were given to John Pasha, now Chairman of the Board, who was 
recognized as the 2008 Volunteer of the Year, and to Neighborhood National 
Bank, recognized as the 2008 Business of the Year. Congratulations!

     SPECIAL Events

2009 Breakfast 
programs

Held every Third Thursday 
of the Month at 7:30am

Westfield Plaza Bonita 
Mall, Café Terrace

3030 Plaza Bonita Road, 
National City, CA, 91950

April 16 
Doing Business with the City of 

National City

May 29 
ADA WorkShop

June 18 
Social Marketing with Union 

Tribune

July 16 
Civil Service Awards

August 20 
Mayor's Annual Address to the 

National City Business Community

September 17 
Chorus Presentation 

October 15 
Meet your Elected officials

November 19 
Thanksgiving Program - TBD

December 17 
State of the Chamber Address and 

Holiday Party

For Sponsorship Opportunities 
and/or Booth Space

Contact the Chamber at

(619) 477-9339 or

thechamber@nationalcitychamber.org

Top row- Lee Romero, Vice Mayor Alejandra Sotelo-Solis. 
Bottom- Charoltte Webster and Marty Aspenleiter

2008 Business of the Year- Neighborhood National Bank, Conny Jamison (NNB 
Board of Director/ former SD City Treasurer), Wendy Williams (VP/ Neighborhood 
Relations), Ast. Chief Manuel Rodriquez, Patty Staples (NNB Chief Credit Officer)
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     SPECIAL

The National City 
Chamber of Com-
merce is proud to 
announce John Pasha, 
General Manager of 
Pasha Automotive 
Services, as the 2008 
Volunteer of the Year.  
The Pasha Group is 
a well-known, family 
owned business and 
global transportation 
services enterprise, 
with three main oper-
ating divisions: Auto-
motive, Maritime, and 
Relocation Services.

John has committed himself to an organization called 
Peace Child International. This program is now in its 26th 
year, which empowers young people from around the globe 
to take responsibility for peace, human rights and the 
environment through education, leadership development 
and direct participation in events that shape our world 
community. 

The lessons he took away from this experience helped 
shape his goal to be part of his local community.

He received his BA from Santa Clara University, with an 
English major, and minors in Business and Spanish. 

After having worked all over the world including Brazil, 
South and Central America, and Switzerland, he returned 
to San Diego. 

In 2004, he came to the Southbay to help manage the 
National City auto terminal, Pasha Automotive Services. 
To date, they have processed more than 3 Million cars and 
have over 500 employees.  

His Voluntary contributions to the Chamber Business com-
munity are countless. He led the Chamber’s CEO recruit-
ment process in 2008; 
Conducted Community 
Outreach and Business 
Walks to inform businesses 
of local tools and resourc-
es; Is a Strong Policy advo-
cate for Business Friendly 

Policies for the Working Waterfront Group and National 
City Chamber membership; Adamant supporter of business 
programs in National City and the Chamber’s Automobile 
Heritage Day; Excellent track record for actively serving on 
the Chamber’s Executive Committee, Economic Develop-
ment Committee, and Board of Directors. 

For all these reasons, the National City Chamber of Com-
merce honored John Pasha as the 2008 Volunteer of the 
Year. 

Business of the Year
Neighborhood National Bank was founded ten years ago 
by Bob McGill, as the country's first nationally chartered 
community development bank. He realized there was a 
need for bank services in the low-income communities of 
San Diego that was not being addressed.  The Bank was 
also designated as a minority-owned bank by the FDIC 
because of its diverse Board of Directors and certified as a 
Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) by 
the U. S. Treasury.

The certification requires that the Bank maintain at least 
60% of its loan portfolio to organizations and individu-
als in Low-to-Moderate Income census tracts and because 
of that, Neigborhood National Bank's mission states an 
ongoing lending commitment to the inner-city of San Di-
ego, minority- and women-owned businesses, and afford-
able housing. The bank's three retail offices are located in 
southeastern San Diego, National City and Spring Valley.  
The Bank maintains a diverse staff of 60 people.  Neigh-
borhood National Bank was recently a recipient of the 
Bank Enterprise Award of $675,000 by the U.S. Treasury 
which gives more capital for lending in our local communi-
ties.

The National City Chamber of Commerce honors Neigh-
borhood National Bank as the 2008 Business of the Year.

Volunteer of the Year

Events

John Pasha, General Manager of Pasha 
Automotive Services, 2009 National City 

Chamber of Commerce  Chairman
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Bay Vista College of Beauty hosted the National 
City Chamber of Commerce Sundowner on Thurs-
day, January 15th.  In the past, new programs were 
introduced to students which allowed the expansion  
of client clinic services.

The Sundowner was a huge success,  offering more 
than networking opportunities.  All guest’s were 
treated to a variety of complimentary services - Spa 
Manicures, Mini Facials from Murad, Hairstyling 
Services and Make-up Lessons and Applications.  In 
addition, NC Chamber Members were given sample 
goodie bags that included a $25.00 gift certificate 
to return for additional Salon services.  “For days 
following the event, our client clinic was humming 
with new business,” says Jenny Kinports, General Manager of BV College.  “We 
created new partnerships that allows us to promote our services yet support other 
businesses; that’s how great relationships are created and the best of advertise-
ment efforts are achieved,” says Kinports.  

Bay Vista College of Beauty Treats
National City Chamber Members to a Day of Beauty!

     GRAND Openings

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit Celebrates Soft Opening
Westfield Plaza Bonita

On March 10, 2009, Dickey’s Barbeque Pit opened its doors in National 
City, CA at the east side of Westfield Plaza Bonita Shopping Center.      
First-time restaurant guests included Vice-Mayor Alejandra Sotelo-Solis, 
Councilman Frank Parra, Assistant City Manager Leslie Deese, Lavonne 
Watts, Liberty Tax business 
owner, RG Reyes, Photogra-
pher Fernando Peña, Kimberly 
Nguyen from AIG Insurance 
Company, and Chamber 
employees Irma Islas and 
Jacqueline Reynoso.  Mayor 
Morrison made a brief appear-
ance and was very excited to 
welcome Dickey’s to town. The 
Chamber will organize a for-
mal ribbon cutting ceremony 
in the next couple of months. 
Stay tuned! 

The original Dickey’s opened in Dallas in 1941, with a simple goal – “Serve 
barbecue so good people will crave it. And don’t make ‘em wait too long to 
get it.”

!

!
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     GRAND     FEATURED Businesses

Audie De Castro of De Castro, P.C., Attorneys & Counselors, com-
mitted countless hours to update the Chamber’s 2009 Bylaws and 
Policies and Procedures Manual.  The National City Chamber of 
Commerce is tremendously grateful to Audie’s for his dedication to 
the National City business community. 

De Castro, P.C., Attorneys & Counselors focuses on business, corpo-
rate and securities laws.  It represents entrepreneurs, businesses, and 
investors in a variety of business related matters, including business 
formation (corporations, LLCs and other partnership arrangements), 
corporate governance, mergers and acquisitions, capital raising and 
securities compliance,  and contract review and negotiations.  For 
more information, see www.decastropc.com.

El Camino Memorial - National City
Caring for People and Making a Difference is what 
it’s all about at El Camino Memorial in National 
City.   We strive to make families as comfortable as 
possible in their time of need. Our focus is on cel-
ebrating life through memories and although death 
brings sadness we want to make the memory of 
your loved one as unique and special as they were. 

The National City branch of the El Camino family 
was formerly known to many National City resi-
dents as Berge Roberts Mortuary, while part of the 
El Camino family since the nineties, the El Camino 
name wasn’t added until 2003 as part of an effort 
to unite the six locations under a common brand of 
quality service known throughout the county.

 We think about those who have passed on and 
those who still have a need.  Lastly, we’re here 
to answer any questions you may have, so please 
don’t hesitate to call us or log onto our website        
www.elcaminomemorial.com.                                 

National City Chamber of Commerce Thanks... 
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             NEW    Members
Best Western  
Marina Gateway 
800 Bay Marina Dr. 
National City, CA 91950 
818-620-6636

Fernando Peña Photography 
3330 Kurtz St 
San Diego, CA 92110 
(619)846-9996

Incom Direct San Diego  
9235 Activity Rd, Ste 110	
San Diego, CA 92126	
(858)381-5868

Dandelions Florist  
Balloons & Gifts 
2304 Highland Ave	  
National City, CA 91950 
(619)477-3569

Cal Tax Group, Inc. 
406 9th Ave, Ste 204	
San Diego, CA 92101	
(858)412-6078

Hemispheres Realty & Capital 
2005 Highland Ave, Ste s-8	
National City, CA 91950	
(619)434-2032

Sergio Araya  
5677 Cervantes Ave	 
San Diego, CA 92114 
(619)549-4480

Swirly Cup 
1860 Sweetwater Rd, Ste A2	
National City, CA	 91950	
(619)399-7187

Heath Funeral Home 
611 Highland Ave	  
National City, CA 91950	
(619)477-4139

Pre-Paid Legal 
6515 Crabtree St 
San Diego, CA92114	
(619)764-1833
Bamboo Rotisserie 
2220 E Plaza Blvd. 
National City, CA 91950 
(619)472-2449
The Institute for Public   
Strategies 
590 3rd Ave, Ste 204	
Chula Vista, CA 91910	
(619)476-9100
CDC Small Business Finance 
2448 Historic Decatur Rd Ste 
200 
San Diego	, CA 92106	
(619)291-3594
A X A Advisors 
701 B St, Ste 1500 
San Diego, CA 92101	
(619)557-8294

Chamber 
Conference Room 

& Courtyard
If you are interested in using the 
National City Chamber Confer-
ence Room or Courtyard for your 
business meeting, workshops, or 
private reception please contact the  
National City Chamber office at 
(619) 477-9339 or by email at 
reynoso@nationalcitychamber.
org. Special rates apply to Cham-
ber members.

The NCCC Conference Room hosts:

n  �100 person capacity/36 with 
conference table set-up

n  �Display screen

n  �Projector

n  �White boards

n  �Professional conference table 
and seating

n  �Available on weekdays and 
weekends

It’s Not business 
as usual.
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  CORPORATE Members
DIAMOND CIRCLE

SAN DIEGO UNIFIED PORT DISTRICT 
Bruce B. Hollingsworth, 686-6200

PLATINUM CIRCLE

CONSTELLATION PROPERTY GROUP 
Wayne Hann, 234-3032

EDCO DISPOSAL CORPORATION 
John Snyder, 474-8855

NEIGHBORHOOD NATIONAL BANK 
Robert McGill, 789-4400

PARADISE VALLEY HOSPITAL 
Luis Leon, 470-4115

SAN DIEGO COLD STORAGE 
Mike Jerde, 474-6525

GOLD CIRCLE

BEST WESTERN MARINA GATEWAY 
Edgar Santos, (818) 620-6636

MILE OF CARS 
Weldon Donaldson, 991-9904

G8 DEVELOPMENT 
Philip Chodur, 823-3402

MCCUNE CHRYSLER JEEP 
Tony McCune, 477-1101

PASHA AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES 
John Pasha, 419-1200

RON BAKER CHEVROLET 
Bill Cumming, 477-2163

SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC 
Ahmad Solomon, (858) 654-6449

SYCUAN RESORT & CASINO 
Anita Bye, 445-6002

WAL-MART #5023 
Bryan Campbell, 336-0395

WESTFIELD PLAZA BONITA 
Ryan Perry, 267-2850

SILVER CIRCLE

APPLEBEE’S 
Robert Fiscus, 475-1855

BRICKROW GROUP 
Vanessa Estrella, 477-3133

CALIFORNIA COAST 
CREDIT UNION 
Loveday Enriquez,  
(877) 495-1600 ext 7700 

COX COMMUNICATIONS 
Ileana Ovalle, 262-1122

DANTE’S MODULAR PERFORMANCE 
Dante Aguilar, 474-8675 

DICKEYS BARBECUE PIT 
Matt Rohrbach, 470-2227

EL CAMINO MEMORIAL-NC 
Andrea Limon-Perez, 474-6565 

EXPRESS CHAMPION  
FLOOR SERVICE 
Steve Foronda, 461-4225 

HOLIDAY INN 
Dennis Patrick, 474-2800

JCPenny COMPANY, INC 
Rick Rico, 267-6000

KONICA MINOLTA 
Jean-Louis Montealegre 
(858) 348-2237

MOSSY NISSAN 
Philip E. Mossy, 474-7011

MOTIVATIONAL SYSTEMS INC 
Tony Young, 474-8246

NORTH ISLAND CREDIT UNION 
Susan Skillman, 656-7273

PARADISE VILLAGE 
Norm Smith, 495-7735

SOUTHWEST STRATEGIES LLC 
Alan Ziegaus, (858) 541-7800

SWEETWATER AUTHORITY 
Mark Rogers, 420-1413

TECHNICAL LOGISTICS CORP 
Ada Ramos, 477-4852

UNION BANK OF CA 
Miguel Vasquez, 336-2000

VIBRA BANK 
Need Name, 111-1111

WELLS FARGO BANK 
Patrick Della, 477-1194
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NATIONAL CITY  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Membership Involvement 
As a Chamber Member we invite you to get involved with one or more active commit-
tees. We are constantly seeking volunteers to assist with community events.  
E-mail: thechamber@nationalcitychamber.org 
Web Site: www.nationalcitychamber.org

CHAMBER COMMITTEES

Graphic formating by Beau Ryan Productions, (619) 929-9547 • beauRYN@me.com

National City has one of the healthiest business climates on the West Coast 
and boasts more than 2,500 businesses—a remarkable number for a  
population of 62,000. More than 100 manufacturing plants are located here. 
National City is good for business—and offers affordable land prices,  
affordable housing and easy access to local government leaders and agencies.

The National City Chamber of Commerce has represented businesses and promoted 
networking in the local community since 1911. Now, in this era of complex economic 
and political issues, the Chamber provides community leadership and strong  
representation with local agencies and policy makers to collaboratively capitalize on 
the city’s growth potential. Our diverse board and staff remain committed and invite 
your vital support.

Not a Chamber member? Sign up, get involved and stay informed. 

THE NATIONAL CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Developing a 
Great Place to Work and Live 

For information about membership, upcoming events and workshops, please call 
619.477.9339 or visit us at

www.NationalCityChamber.org  •  901 National City Blvd., National City, CA 91950

Ambassador/ Membership Committee 

The Ambassador and Membership Committee is responsible for 
building and sustaining a strong, pro-active membership organiza-
tion,  providing financial assets to support programs and initiatives 
necessary to ensure the Chamber continues to be a leading advocate 
for businesses. 
Meets Second Wednesday (4pm-5pm)

Business Development Committee
The Business Development Committee collaborates with the City 
of National City, National City Chamber of Commerce Visitor 
Information Center and other community partners to foster a 
healthy business environment by marketing the Chamber of 
Commerce services, promoting members and community assets, and 
is responsible for the development of the Chamber’s communications 
and collateral  material including the Business Directory, Quarterly 
Newsletter, Website, and Press Releases.
Meets First Wednesday (8am-9am)

Economic Development Committee 
The Economic Development Committee focuses on promoting eco-
nomic development in National City through the development and 
implementation of projects, programs, and policies that stimulate 

economic growth and prosperity, enhance community development 
initiatives, leading to improved quality of life. 
Meets Second Thursday (8am-9am)

Executive Committee
The Executive Committee maintains oversight of the Chamber’s fis-
cal viability and execution of Chamber Policies, member services, 
products and programs.
Meets Second Fridays (8am-9am)

Governmental Affairs Committee 
The Governmental Affairs Committee is the legislative and regula-
tory advocate for businesses at the local, state, and federal levels. 
The Governmental Affairs Committee reviews legislation, supports 
pro-business legislation and actively represents Chamber members.
Meets Second Thursday (as needed) (9:15am-10:15am)

Special Events Committees
The Special Events Committees are tasked with organizing the 
Chamber’s special events including Automobile Heritage Day, Taste 
of National City, Bayfront Business Expo, Golf Tournament, Salute 
to Navy Week, and Annual Installation Dinner.
Visit The Chamber's Website for meeting dates. 


